
AP Language and Composition  
Summer Schema Building Challenge 
 
Schema: an underlying organizational pattern or structure; a conceptual framework. 
Schema provided the basis by which someone relates to the events he or she 
experiences. (dictionary.com) 
 
This assignment is a fact-gathering, critical thinking challenge to broaden your 
knowledge of the world around you. It is designed to help you build your personal 
schema by acquiring high-quality information that you can utilize when forming and 
supporting your arguments and those presented by other people. Ultimately, all good, 
valid arguments are based on evidence, which might include facts, statistics, expert 
testimonies, examples, anecdotes, or other appeals to our beliefs and needs. Effective 
arguments rely on a variety of sources. The better informed you are, the more evidence 
you have at your disposal when you need it (for example, when taking the AP exams or 
trying to convince your parents that you should be able to do something to which they 
are hesitant to agree). 
 
The Challenge: to complete as many of these schema builders as you can over the 
summer. 
 
The Task: for each schema builder you must  

a) identify your source using MLA formatting 
b) write a minimum of half a page thoughtfully answering one of the questions 

listed below. 
 
Questions:  1) What do I know/understand now that I did not before? 
         2) How did this experience change the way I think about the topic? 
             3) What is a thought, idea, or perspective that I might not have considered if   
             I had not encountered this material? 
 
This can be handwritten, digital, or a combination as long as you can turn in a hard copy 
that is organized and legible in the fall. 
 
Grading: The number of assignments completed corresponds with the grade you will 
receive. 
 0=F 
 5=D 
 10=C 
 15=B 
 20=A 
 25=A+ 
 
Look at the list. There are many choices. You may use each schema builder you 
complete only once. For example, a documentary on the 60’s may fit into either the 
Entertainment or History category but counts as only one assignment. You must have 
at least one task completed per category.  
 



Longer Reading (books) 
Fiction: free choice, but you are encouraged to select material that will 
challenge you. 
Non-fiction: memoir, biography, self-help, true crime, etc. 

 
Shorter Reading 
  Essay 
  Poetry 
  Article 
 
Entertainment 
  Academy Award winning movie-any year. 
  Award winning movie-any award 
  Documentary 
  Ted talk 
  Newscast 
  Podcast 
 
History 
  Documentary on a historical time, place, event, or person 
  Movie based on historical events or people 
  Book: historical fiction 
  Book: non-fiction on a historical time, place, event, or person 
  Article: about historical time, place, event, or person 
  Article: of historical significance (written at that point in history) 
  Speech: video, audio, or text with historical significance. 
  Museum visit 
 
Universal Truth 
  Find and reflect on a Universal Truth: a truth that is logically valid and 
considered to transcend the physical state of the universe, existing beyond all times and 
places. The order of the physical universe is often derived from widely held universal 
truths. You can find them anywhere. Avoid clichés.  
 
Government/Politics 
  Current event: local 
  Current event: national 
  Current event: global 
 
Observation 

View a piece of art that has some kind of significance (well-known or 
not, but not your little cousin’s refrigerator masterpiece). 
Examine a trend: fashion, social patterns, etc. 
Visit a museum: real or virtual 
 


